BENEFITING THE CENTER FOR FAMILY SAFETY AND HEALING
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A CLASSIC WITH A CAUSE
Abigail Wexner’s annual family festival
and equestrian event has supported victims
of family violence for 20 years.
By: Emma Frankart Henterly

TESS PLACES A BOX OF TISSUES
WITHIN ARM’S REACH on the table in
front of her as she sits to recount the long, hard road she
and her family have traversed in the four years since her
sister’s murder. Ultimately, she never reaches for a tissue;
the emotion in her voice is evident, but it’s braced against
a fortitude that has carried her through, from the horrific
crime to the struggles of raising her niece and nephew,
who suddenly found themselves motherless.
She’s chosen a small room at The Center for Family
Safety and Healing (TCFSH) on the Near East Side to share
her tale. She’s comfortable here. TCFSH itself gives her
strength. It’s difficult to imagine that she would even be
here if not for the aid she’s received here.
Tess isn’t her real name; her identity and those of her
family members have been changed. They don’t want to
be defined by the crime that changed their lives. They do,
however, hope their testimonial can help others.
It was November 2013 when Tess’s sister, Amy, was
strangled by her husband, Grant, who she’d left briefly
after her daughters, 17-year-old Josie and 10-year-old
Janelle, said he’d sexually assaulted them. But she returned
to him with their son, Grant Jr., leaving Josie and Janelle
with her mother to keep them away from Grant. Within six
months, Amy was dead.
After Amy’s death, the elder Grant was sentenced to 19
years in prison and Tess came forward to assume custody
of Janelle and Grant Jr. Josie, who was months from her
18th birthday, chose to strike out on her own.
Janelle and Josie had participated sporadically in
counseling programs at TCFSH after they came
forward about their stepfather’s abuse. Tess suspects
that Amy had gotten lax in maintaining regular visits
for counseling—a mistake that she has no intention of
repeating with Janelle and Grant Jr. now in the aftermath
of their mother’s murder.

She remembers the young boy’s early struggles to cope
with his loss. “He was super hyper; he was aggressive.
If you made him mad, he would just run up to you and
start choking you.” Tess says Grant Jr.’s emotional
problems were compounded by developmental delays,
including poor balance, bed-wetting and speech
impediments. In addition to post-trauma counseling for
Grant Jr., TCFSH taught Tess guidelines for helping Grant
at home, too.
Janelle had a different way of processing her grief. She
closed herself off emotionally from others and turned to
self-harm as a solace. But through the work of TCFSH,
Tess says both Janelle and Grant Jr. have made big strides.
Janelle now is much more adept at expressing herself
verbally and opening up about her past traumas, even
to the point of expressing a desire to give a presentation
at school to help other students who may be coping
with their own grief. Tess herself has started receiving
counseling at TCFSH, realizing after years of struggle that
it wasn’t only her sister’s children who had suffered in
the aftermath.
Stories like that of Tess and her family, while tragic,
are heard often at TCFSH. A conversation with Karen
Days, TCFSH’s president, can reveal numerous instances
from her time with TCFSH and its predecessor, the
Columbus Coalition Against Family Violence (CCAFV).
Family violence, she says, becomes cyclical; children
who experience it may go on to perpetuate it or suffer
other legal issues. “It stays with them, unless there is
[intervention],” Days says, “which is why we have this
amazing place.”

AN IDEA IS BORN
Providing counseling to those trying to process traumatic
events is one of the core services provided at TCFSH. It’s
one of many.
TCFSH’s mission began to take shape in April 2011, when
the CCAFV, founded in 1998 by civic leader Abigail Wexner,
and The Center for Child and Family Advocacy, founded
in 2001 as a partnership between Nationwide Children’s
Hospital and the CCAFV, combined to form the Family
Violence Coalition at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. It was
renamed The Center for Family Safety and Healing later
that year, and remained a subsidiary of the hospital.
Abigail Koppel first arrived in Columbus in the early
1990s. A lawyer practicing in New York City and London,
she met Les Wexner while working in the latter city. The
retail mogul is founder and CEO of L Brands—then known
as Limited Brands, an empire that included The Limited,
Limited Too, Structure, Lerner, Lane Bryant, Victoria’s
Secret, Bath & Body Works and Henri Bendel. They married
and settled in Wexner’s New Albany home. Mrs. Wexner
very quickly became an active civic leader in Central Ohio.
“She was curious,” says longtime Columbus children’s
advocate Mark Real, who offered Wexner a tour of
Columbus public schools shortly after she arrived in the
city to introduce her to some of the challenges faced by
the district.

Abigail Wexner, Founder and Chair, The Center for Family Safety and Healing, with Beezie Madden, most decorated Olympic Equestrian in history,
and Karen Days, President, The Center for Family Safety and Healing
Tiles painted by community members at The Center
for Family Safety and Healing, Photograph by Rob Hardin
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“SHE KNEW THAT
COLUMBUS WAS NOT
THE SAME AS NEW
YORK OR LONDON,
AND SHE WANTED TO
LEARN FOR HERSELF,”
Real says of Wexner.

LOVE
OBSESSION
WHERE’S THE LINE?
If you think someone may have crossed the line
and have questions about what to do next, we have answers
and advice that can help. Together, we can end teen dating abuse.

844-234-LINE
TEXT 87028

CALL OR TEXT ALWAYS CONFIDENTIAL

Wexner joined several community boards—including the
Columbus Foundation, Columbus Children’s Hospital and
the Wexner Center Foundation—and in 2002, she and
Real co-founded KidsOhio.org, a nonpartisan education
think tank and advocacy organization. “What was really
impressive to me was her willingness to go out and see
what was going on and listen to people,” Real says. “She’s
very smart and a careful listener. She really does listen to
what people have to say.” (In 2016, KidsOhio.org merged
with FutureReady Columbus, a new organization created
at the behest of Columbus civic leaders.)
Wexner founded the Columbus Coalition Against Family
Violence after a friend introduced her to the issue’s
pervasiveness in Central Ohio. “Just being made aware of
that was a really shocking and eye-opening occurrence
for me,” Wexner says, “because you can look around and
know—whether you’re aware of it or not—that you have
friends or family that are experiencing the issue. That
nature of having it be something that should be hidden,
not spoken about … just seemed so wrong, because you
can’t get people the help that they need if they’re not
willing to acknowledge the issue.”
That same year, she launched the first New Albany
Classic Invitational Grand Prix & Family Day to fund the
Coalition, opening her own home and grounds to host
what almost instantly became one of the top specialty
equestrian events in the world, attracting riders from
around the globe. To further entice Central Ohioans to
the event—and thus, spread awareness of the issue it
supports—the Wexners added a family fun day component
to The Classic, including a concert with top pop-music
guests and partnerships with BalletMet Columbus, the
Columbus Children’s Theatre, COSI, and other attractions.
It may not have seemed like a logical fit at first—Wexner
says no other equestrian show-jumping grand prix in the
world is used to fund philanthropic work to the level that
The Classic does—but for her, the connection was natural.
And Central Ohioans responded. In the 20 years since its
inception, crowds now annually exceed 15,000 or more.

“THE CLASSIC IS ABOUT
FAMILIES CONNECTING
AND CREATING
MEMORIES,” Wexner says.

Family Day activities at The New Albany Classic

The Classic has seen numerous changes over the years,
expanding and contracting to provide the best possible
entertainment for all age groups. Partnering with Justice
in 2007 to add a tween-friendly concert to The Classic
was a crucial evolution, Wexner says. This year, Nick Jonas
returns to the stage in celebration of The Classic’s 20th
anniversary, a nod to the Jonas Brothers’ appearance at
the event’s very first concert.
Other family-favorite activities to be found at The Classic
—which this year takes place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
September 24—include face painting, a petting zoo, dance
performances and appearances by professional Columbus
athletes. “We’re very happy with the event because I think
families love it, but we keep tweaking to see where we’re
going,” Wexner says. “We’re constantly looking to make it
just a little bit better every year.”
Wexner and her husband underwrite The Classic,
therefore, the proceeds from corporate sponsorships and
ticket sales—$30 for adults, $7 for children aged 4 to
12—go directly to fund TCFSH. In the last 20 years, those
proceeds have generated about $30 million—and growing.
That contribution is significant. TCFSH’s annual operating
budget—$6.6 million in 2016—receives 60 percent of its
funding from direct support. The Classic’s involvement
accounts for about one-fourth of TCFSH’s annual revenue.
Like The Classic, TCFSH itself is unique among its peers;
it was among the first in the nation to provide a one-stop
service under one roof for all of the partners needed to
help victims of family violence. That was no easy feat, says
Days. The myriad agencies that work with victims of family
violence often compete for funding, she explains, making it
difficult for one agency to court another for assistance.
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“WHEN OTHER
COMMUNITIES COME
AND ASK IF THEY
CAN REPLICATE
WHAT WE DO, THE
ONE THING I TELL
THEM IS THEY NEED A
CHAMPION THAT CAN
GATHER ALL OF THE
SERVICE PROVIDERS
TOGETHER,” Days says.
“That’s what Abigail did when she called together the
service providers, because it was neutral territory …
Once we got our community to start thinking in that
mindset, it really took off.”

you see your caseworker, have your caseworker call
me.’ But now, they just walk across the hall and have
a conversation.”
The agencies with staff housed inside TCFSH include
CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence, the Columbus
Division of Police Special Victims Bureau, Franklin County
Children Services, the Franklin County Prosecutor’s
Office, and staff from Nationwide Children’s Hospital’s
Behavioral Health Services and the Division of Child and
Family Advocacy.
A number of community collaborations further
TCFSH’s mission to completely wrap services around
an individual’s needs. The Family Advocacy Clinic
at Capital University Law School has provided legal
assistance and representation to Center clients at low
or no cost since 2000.
A TCFSH grant from the same year funds Project S.A.F.E.
(Safe Assessment for Everyone), which aims to screen all
women receiving prenatal care at the OSU Wexner Medical
Center’s OB-GYN Clinic for domestic violence. Last year,
Project S.A.F.E. screened more than 5,200 women and
educated 315 guests about family violence at an annual
spring symposium.

REDUCING FURTHER HARM
Like its predecessor, the Columbus Coalition Against
Family Violence, TCFSH was born of a desire to reduce
what’s called re-traumatization, caused by victims having
to relive the initial trauma as they repeat their stories
to multiple medical, law enforcement and protection
agencies during the course of a case investigation.
“Prior to TCFSH, families would have to go to maybe five
or six different organizations to tell their stories,” Days
explains. “What we know about young kids is that if they
have to repeat their story even once, they feel like they’re
not being believed.”
Thanks to TCFSH, victims tell their story only once,
during a forensic interview with one of TCFSH’s
forensic interviewers in its Child Assessment Center.
A multidisciplinary team consists of law enforcement,
medical professionals, child protective services and
staff from the Franklin County prosecutor’s office, who
watch the interview in real-time via a video monitor in
an adjacent room. The team has an opportunity to relay
follow-up questions to the forensic interviewer, allowing
for a complete—and most importantly, singular—interview
session. In 2016, the Child Assessment Center served
1,370 clients in just 1,519 visits.
TCFSH’s mission to provide wrap-around services for
victims’ needs means the interview is just the beginning of
the help provided here, in partnership with a number
of community organizations.
“We have, coexisting in the building, organizations that
historically were on separate tracks,” says Days. “Prior to
TCFSH, detectives actually would say to a family, ‘When
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2017 Project S.A.F.E. Spring Symposium

TCFSH also targets middle and high school students with
a program called the Relationship Spectrum, which
identifies and discusses the differences between healthy
and unhealthy or abusive relationships among teens
and tweens.
TCFSH’s newest community partnership began in January
2015 at Ohio State University’s College of Social Work,
where TCFSH staff help deliver an undergraduate-level
course on family violence. And a fellowship program
—one of only a few in the country—trains physicians who
are seeking board certification in child abuse pediatrics.
To better reach all corners of the community, a specialized
department within TCFSH focuses on providing education
and training to businesses, faith communities, non-profit
organizations and more. Family violence crosses all lines—
socioeconomic, racial, cultural and beyond—according
to Days. She says TCFSH sees just as many victims from
affluent homes as it does those from low-income homes.
This aspect of TCFSH focuses on providing a message
of hope and enabling community members to do what

Sheryl Clinger, director of advocacy policy and community
engagement at TCFSH, calls the three Rs: recognize family
violence warning signs, respond appropriately to such
situations and refer the family to support.
Together, they provide a place where victims of child
abuse, teen dating abuse, domestic violence and elder
abuse all can find the answers and the services they need
on the road to becoming whole again.

Domestic violence advocacy and second responder
services at TCFSH provide safety planning, education,
connections to community supports and more to adult
victims of domestic violence. When it is safe to do so,
these services can be provided in the victim’s home or
at a community setting, like a restaurant.

NO ONE IS TURNED AWAY
While TCFSH helps victims of all ages, about 80 percent
of people who walk through the door—more than 2,200
in 2016—are minors. The building is designed with them in
mind: play rooms are located in the public lobby of TCFSH
and in the restricted-access corridors, where staff work
with victims, and colorful murals and hand-painted tiles
line the walls. When a child leaves the Child Assessment
Center, he or she gets to visit Abigail’s Corner—a stretch
of wall lined with cubbies and shelves—where new stuffed
animals, still with their tags, are waiting.
“We make sure they all have tags on them; they have to
be brand new … some of the kids that we see really don’t
get new things,” explains Clinger. “This gesture helps the
child realize they did the right thing by telling a trusted
adult what happened. Child Assessment Center staff also
have found that providing children with something special
at the end of their visit provides comfort at a challenging
time, allowing the child to get back into the business of
being a kid.”
All victims who turn to TCFSH, whether they’re 6 or
60, receive an individualized care plan, which typically
includes some form of counseling and can include
medical care in TCFSH’s on-site clinic as well. The clinic
also provides comprehensive health care services to
children and teens in the foster care system through the
Fostering Connections Program, which helped 867 youths
in 2016 alone. The goal is to break down the barriers
that can often occur when seeking foster care services
or during out-of-home placements and transitions to
permanent placement.
Although youth services comprise a majority of TCFSH’s
work, adults—with or without children of their own—may
utilize TCFSH for counseling to work through traumas
they’ve experienced as well. A newly donated California
Closets Resource Room allows victims to receive
necessary items such as toiletries, laundry detergent,
diapers, wipes, clothing and more during a critical time
of need.
For new or expecting parents, TCFSH offers several
home visiting services to help ensure that infants have the
best start possible. Through Help Me Grow and Healthy
Families America, social workers visit homes to provide
education and resources. The Nurse-Family Partnership
operates similarly, with trained nurses providing education
on preventative health practices from early pregnancy
through the child’s second birthday. Together, these
programs served more than 300 families last year, with
most receiving between 9 and 10 home visits.

California Closets Resource Room, Photograph by Rob Hardin

Care at TCFSH has no expiration date.

“PEOPLE WHO COME
HERE CAN COME FOR
THE REST OF THEIR
LIVES FOR MEDICAL
CARE AND MENTAL
HEALTH CARE,” Days says.
Tess affirms that after her sister’s death, receiving care
at TCFSH was close to effortless—a process made simple
by design. “The detectives set up an appointment and
wanted Grant Jr. interviewed,” Tess recalls, because they
suspected he might have witnessed some or all of the
events preceding Amy’s death. “When they did that, it
just kind of seemed like we started getting [counseling]
appointments after that. … At first, I didn’t know how I was
going to pay because I didn’t have health insurance for
[the children]; I didn’t have custody. And I never received
a bill.”
Another service Tess never received a bill for was the
legal aid provided by Callie Query, a family advocacy
attorney employed at TCFSH. She helped Tess navigate
legal quagmires regarding custody disputes and enrolling
Janelle and Grant Jr. in 504 Plans at school to address the
ADHD difficulties they each struggled with. Query also
helped Tess with the intricacies of changing Grant Jr.’s
last name from his father’s to her own to protect him from
being identified with his mother’s murderer.
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And although she was not a direct victim of the abuse
suffered by her sister and her children, Tess was welcomed
at TCFSH to help deal with her own anxiety. For the first
several years after her sister’s death, Tess says she was
on autopilot, working long hours at the Victoria’s Secret
distribution center in Reynoldsburg and ensuring the kids
in her care were progressing with their treatments. “I’ve
been so concentrated on keeping them active and happy
that I’ve totally neglected myself,” she admits. “It took a
couple of years for me to have that ‘Oh my gosh’ moment.”
Counseling has not only helped Tess deal with the grief of
her sister’s passing, but has taught her how to cope with
parenting a post-traumatic teenager and child during a
time when she would otherwise be devoting her energies
to her own grandchildren.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
While TCFSH’s impact on the Central Ohio community
has been substantial and tangible, the mission to reduce
violence and trauma from family violence is far from
over. “[When] we were beginning this work, it was
important to understand that we weren’t going to see
change very quickly. It would take a long time,” says
Wexner. “I remember saying, ‘You know we are going
to be at this for a long time. Twenty years, 30 years,
however long [it takes]. … And now 20 years is here.”
The dual anniversaries of TCFSH and The Classic are
milestones, she adds, but it can be hard to focus on
celebrating when there still is much work to be done.
“It’s a moment to stop and pause and say we’re thrilled
with everything TCFSH’s been able to accomplish, and
grateful for the community,” Wexner
says. “But I’ll say it again, as I said 20
years ago: It’s a long-term issue, and
you just have to have the patience to
stay at it.”

TOGETHER RESTORING HOPE 2016 FAST FACTS

“One of the things that Abigail said to me early on was,

‘IF WE JUST RAISE
AWARENESS, THAT’S
NOT ENOUGH. WE
HAVEN’T SUCCEEDED.
WE HAVE TO CHANGE
THINGS. We can’t just heighten peoples’
				

CHILD ASSESSMENT CENTER

FOSTERING CONNECTIONS
PROGRAM

provides responsive and timely medical
assessment and treatment along with
interviews of children and family members who
may have experienced child abuse or neglect.

1,370
1,519

ADULT COUNSELING SERVICES
provides counseling and care management support
to adult victims of family violence, with an emphasis
on intimate partner violence.

is a specialized foster care clinic offering
comprehensive health care services to children
and adolescents placed in out-of-home care.

867 PATIENTS SERVED
2,127 VISITS

PATIENTS SERVED
VISITS

82 PATIENTS SERVED
404 VISITS

awareness and then leave them there. We have to give
them an answer or call to action,’ ” says Days.

That call to action manifests itself in TCFSH’s advertising
campaigns, particularly its current Where’s The Line?
campaign that encourages individuals who witness
potential family violence to contact TCFSH’s resource
line via phone, text or online instant messaging.
It’s also evident in an overall, positive shift in the
community’s perceptions about those who turn to TCFSH
for help, says Wexner. While the stigma of domestic
violence or child abuse certainly hasn’t been eliminated,
she and Days agree that TCFSH is making progress on
its goal to make the topics easier to discuss, both in the
community and among the victims themselves.
“I don’t personally tell everyone everything that goes on
with the kids,” says Tess. “But it’s not a secret that I think
that [TCFSH] has helped me in tons of ways, and when I
hear of other people having problems, I refer them.”

FAMILY ADVOCACY
ATTORNEY

The Center for Family Safety and Healing (TCFSH)
supports a collaborative atmosphere where
continuous quality improvement and scientific
inquiry are dedicated to improving the health
and well-being of our clients and patients. Our
vast reaching community presence positions us
to conduct innovative research within diverse
family violence populations. The wide variety of
programs and services allow us to investigate
family violence issues impacting individual victims
across their lifespan, as well as between victims
within the family unit.

provides no-cost brief advice and counsel
to clients of TCFSH to address legal issues that
interfere with their health, safety, and well-being.

194

FAMILIES SERVED

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVOCACY AND SECOND
RESPONDER SERVICES
TCFSH clients benefit from our advocates
who specialize in adult domestic violence.
Advocacy services include safety planning,
community resource linkage, domestic
violence education and additional support
as needed by the client. Our advocates
work with those in need who are identified
through our programs, partners and
community organizations.

To be sure, The Classic has raised
much more than financial backing
for TCFSH and its predecessor. For
the last 20 years, it’s brought light
to issues that historically have been
hidden in darkness. “Over that period
of time, the most important thing
really has been raising the awareness
about the issue and empowering
people to come forward, and also
empowering people who surround
them to come forward,” says Wexner.
“I think we’ve changed the nature of
the conversation around domestic
violence and child abuse.”

TCFSH RESEARCH

203

REFERRALS RECEIVED
FOR GENERAL ADVOCACY

101

REFERRALS COORDINATED
BY LAW ENFORCEMENT

10

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
PRESENTATIONS

52

REGIONAL/LOCAL
PRESENTATIONS

6

PUBLICATIONS

TRAINING AND ADVOCACY DEPARTMENT
provides learning and training opportunities to individuals and
organizations in the community to raise awareness and educate
about family violence issues.

146

ORGANIZATIONS SERVED

HOME VISITING PREVENTION SERVICES
Home visiting aims to educate at-risk parents with the resources
to understand and capitalize on the optimal early years of a child’s
life. By supporting the positive interaction with children in stable and
stimulating environments, this program seeks to create a sturdy
foundation for future achievement.

317 FAMILIES SERVED
3,056 VISITS

That change was a major goal of their
organization from day one, when
Wexner tapped Days to lead the
CCAFV in 1999.

Karen Days and Abigail Wexner at The Center for Family Safety and Healing,
Photograph by Rob Hardin
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SHOP FOR A CAUSE
OR DONATE FUNDS
How You Can Support The Center for Family
Safety and Healing

HELPING
CHILDREN
& FAMILIES
EACH DAY

ABIGAIL’S CORNER

in the Family Support Program

Each child who visits the Child Assessment Center at The Center for Family
Safety and Healing (TCFSH) receives a stuffed animal. This stuffed animal helps
the child to transition back to playing and serves as a comfort for the future.
Patients visit Abigail’s Corner to choose their own fuzzy friend to take home
and call their own. Books to explore later are also offered to each child. You
can help keep Abigail’s Corner supplied with stuffed animals and our shelves
stocked with books to comfort patients.

The Family Support Program (FSP) at The Center for
Family Safety and Healing (TCFSH) focuses on helping
children ages 3 to 18 who have experienced trauma
such as sexual abuse, physical abuse or exposure to
domestic violence.

Hill conducts individual and group interventions with kids
that have been exposed to family violence or have been
sexually abused. She also works with a population that
struggles with emotion regulation and higher level of care
clients. She says the goal is always to provide the best
possible service and resources to give children and families
the opportunity to have a different future.

HOW TO MAKE
YOUR DONATION

“I’m always humbled by the resiliency of children and
families, and how they push through difficult times. I
witness their ability to seek support—moms that are
working, sometimes a couple of jobs, still come here to
attend the counseling sessions and advocate for their
children,” says Hill. “Seeing a mom grow stronger after
experiencing domestic violence and the empowerment

Call
614-722-8434
Email
TCFSHVolunteer@		
FamilySafetyandHealing.org
Visit
FamilySafetyandHealing.org
TOP 5 MOST-NEEDED
DONATIONS
1. Monetary Donations for
TCFSH Programs
2. New Stuffed Animals
3. New Preschool, Children’s
and Teen Books
4. Gas or Grocery Gift Cards
5. Personal Hygiene Products,
Diapers and Wipes
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Lourdes Hill is an outpatient therapist in the FSP
celebrating 10 years with TCFSH. Following graduate
school, Hill saw an interview about TCFSH and became
curious about the work done there. She applied and
landed the job. “I didn’t realize how quickly my life would
be impacted on a personal level. It changes your life,”
Hill says.

Abigail’s Corner, Photograph by Rob Hardin

Approximately 60 percent of the funding for TCFSH comes from individual
and community donors. If you are interested in supporting the work of
TCFSH, please visit FamilySafetyandHealing.org and click on “Support Us,”
then “Donate.”
There you can make a monetary donation and find a list of items you can buy
or even make for patients and families in need. You can also donate using the
Amazon Wish List. Donated new clothing, personal care items and toys are
stored in the California Closets Resource Room. Donations assist both children
and adults who are experiencing some type of violence or abuse and will
vary depending on the family circumstances. For example, if a child arrives at
TCFSH wearing just pajamas, they may receive a new t-shirt and pair of shorts.
A domestic violence survivor moving to a new home can receive a supply of
diapers and wipes for her infant.
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that takes place, I don’t know if they really understand
how much they give back to us. As a clinician, it is very
rewarding to be part of that journey and that they allow
for us to be a part of it. It’s priceless.”
Hill also says she has a sense of pride in TCFSH because
so many agencies partner to provide the services needed
for families in distress. “One of our strengths is not only
partnering with different entities and agencies that are
housed here, but also having the support of Nationwide
Children’s Hospital right across the street.”
It is a challenging, yet rewarding, job in the eyes of Hill. She
wants the community to understand the importance of the
work that takes place at TCFSH. “I want them to know the
importance of making a difference in somebody’s life, and
that children can have a different outcome. Children can
laugh again and smile again. Kids can, once again, learn to
be kids," she says.
Gretchen Leonard is an outpatient clinician at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital working at TCFSH in the Family
Support Program. She has been helping kids and families
through trauma at TCFSH for almost nine years. “We have
the opportunity to really change lives. There are times that
kids will come to see me, and I might be the first person or
only person that they have ever told about the worst thing
that has ever happened to them,” Leonard says. “Without
them coming here, they might have never been able to talk
about it, or to start healing.” Leonard sees several clients
each day for individual family therapy sessions sometimes
running group therapy sessions, or attending meetings
with children services agencies or at schools.
“By us simply asking some of those really tough questions
about experiencing abuse, allowing them to really talk
about it, and then begin to feel better—that is what has
had the biggest impact on me; the fact that they allowed
us to hear their story,” Leonard says, adding that being a
mom helps her relate to kids and parents, feeling empathy
for what families may be experiencing. “The Center really
changes lives. Often this is one of the few places where
families and kids will feel like they’re believed, supported
and have someone who cares about them.”

Gretchen Leonard
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A SAFE PATH OF HEALING
“Coming to The Center for Family
Safety and Healing, working with
the children and their families gave
me my sense of purpose,”
says Detective James Shockey, Columbus Police
Department, Special Victims Bureau.

Detective James Shockey of the Columbus Police
Department came to work at The Center for Family Safety
and Healing (TCFSH) just two weeks after the building
opened in 2005; he’s served in the Special Victims Bureau
Sexual Assault Unit C for 13 years total. As one of 15
detectives in two units at TCFSH, his role is to investigate
allegations of sexual abuse of children age 15 and younger.
Having representatives from different organizations—
detectives from Columbus Police Department, therapists
from Nationwide Children’s Hospital, caseworkers from
Franklin County Children Services—is one of the unique
qualities of TCFSH. This is one of the few locations in the
country that provides services in this way, all under one roof.
“The goal is to ensure that the child and their family are
provided with the highest quality of care,” says Shockey.
“Everything we do is always in the best interest of the
child. Before TCFSH was here, you could have a child that
had to disclose abuse or a situation of violence to several
different people. A child who had gone through this
negative experience had to recount it up to four different
times, so it’s like they were reliving it and they were being
re-victimized. Now, having TCFSH, it’s a one-stop shop.
Everybody is already here, together, to get the instant help
for the child and the family.”

Photograph by Rob Hardin

SIGNS OF CHILD ABUSE
Below are indicators of child abuse, which is
not limited to these signs.
1

Unexplained injuries

2 Changes in behavior
3 Returning to earlier behaviors
4 Fear of going home
5 Changes in eating
6 Changes in sleeping
7 Changes in school performance
and attendance
8 Lack of personal care or hygiene
9 Risk-taking behaviors
10 Inappropriate sexual behaviors
“Signs of Child Abuse,” credited to onewithcourage.org
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Once assigned a case, Shockey participates in a team
assessment regarding possible abuse. During the forensic
interview with a child, a multidisciplinary team is set up in
an adjacent room with a video monitor. While the child is
speaking alone with the forensic interviewer, Shockey and
others are watching and taking notes.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
does not stay at home when a victim goes to work
The Center for Family Safety and Healing (TCFSH) hosts educational training
for businesses in the Central Ohio community in order to provide resources
and explain the impact that family violence can have on a company. In April,
“Restoring Hope: Addressing Domestic Violence in the Workplace” was held
at the Grange Audubon Center in Columbus. More than 40 people attended
the seminar from 26 businesses in the Central Ohio community including
representatives from JPMorgan Chase, American Electric Power, Nationwide
Insurance, The Huntington National Bank, Columbus Radio Group, Thirty-One
Gifts, EMH&T, Steiner + Associates and more. Speakers addressed the impact of
family violence, why your company should get involved, employment law and
the legal and liability concern regarding family violence. Dr. David Hayes,
a clinical psychologist in the employee assistance program at JPMorgan Chase
& Co., attended the training session. JPMorgan Chase (formerly Bank One) has
had a long association with the Columbus Coalition Against Family Violence
and now TCFSH. “We’ve worked with Abigail Wexner and Karen Days and
TCFSH to try to extend the work they do. We’ve partnered with them in an
important corporate public partnership and we believe in this mission,” Hayes
says. “Business leaders working on a quarterly basis don’t always take time to
step back and think about other big issues. The issue of safety in the workplace
is essential. The development that TCFSH has done in the past makes it easier
for businesses, small and large, to respond in an effective, organized way to the
real issues that we face around violence in the workplace and the home.” TCFSH
provides free training and resources to promote change and raise awareness of
family violence in the community. To learn more about a free training session
for your company, organization or school, visit FamilySafetyandHealing.org and
click on “Programs & Services” for details.

“You have representatives from each different field while
the interview is going on,” Shockey explains. “We’re able to
receive bits and pieces for our own specific investigations,
whether it is medical concerns, mental health concerns,
child services—whatever needs possibly aren’t being met.
For us, it is observing the criminal aspect.” Following the
interview, he reviews the results and conducts follow-ups
with other agencies within TCFSH.
The detective represents the criminal piece of a complex
puzzle. He conducts the criminal investigation to establish
probable cause and gather information, collects evidence
for the possible decision of making an arrest, and his unit
presents cases to the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney
for prosecution. Shockey also shares information and
communicates with other groups in TCFSH. “We make sure
the child’s safety needs are met—medical, mental health
and all needs—then in some cases, depending on the
situation, we may have to remove a child or children from
the home and make sure they get to safety,” he says.
Shockey says the overall goal is to get children out of
abusive situations and move them onto a safe path of
healing. “It’s rewarding to know after investigating a case,
the child was able to make and get through the disclosure,
the abuse has ended and we’ve provided the family and
child with resources to begin the process of healing and
that they are safe.”

Project S.A.F.E.: Safe
Assessment for Everyone
Project S.A.F.E. is based at The Ohio
State University Wexner Medical Center’s
OB-GYN Clinic. The project works to
screen all women for domestic violence
who are receiving prenatal care and
refers them to supportive services as
needed. Project S.A.F.E. has been funded
since 2000 through a grant from The
Center for Family Safety and Healing.
The Project S.A.F.E. symposium was
held on Thursday, May 4, 2017, with
social workers, counselors, nurses and
lawyers in attendance. This year’s theme
was Building Resilience: A Community
Response. A movement is occurring
both nationally and locally to reverse
the negative effects of Adverse
Childhood Experiences (ACEs) by
building resilience. Due to high interest
in this topic, a second symposium
with the same content will be held on
Oct. 5, 2017. Register now by visiting
FamilySafetyandHealing.org.

Where’s The Line?
Participants in the “Restoring Hope: Addressing Domestic Violence in the Workplace” training

Capital University Family
Advocacy Clinic

Family Violence Perspectives
and Intervention Curriculum

Since 2000, the Family Advocacy Clinic
(FAC) has provided legal assistance and/or
representation to victims of domestic violence
who cannot afford to hire private counsel.
The FAC is comprised of the Civil Protection
Unit and the Contested Custody Unit. The
Contested Custody Unit provides legal
representation to victims of domestic
violence cases where child custody is, or is
likely to be, contested. The Civil Protection
Unit provides legal representation to
victims of domestic violence to secure Civil
Protection Orders and to assist clients with
housing needs, employment concerns and
divorce proceedings.

Starting in January 2015, The Center for
Family Safety and Healing has collaborated
with The Ohio State University (OSU) College
of Social Work to design and deliver a new
course to OSU graduate and undergraduate
level students. This course introduces the
fundamental knowledge and concepts for
working with victims of all types of family
violence.
“This course should be a mandatory social
work class. The information is vital to
social work!”
– OSU social work student

WBNS-10TV held a phone bank in May
with representatives from The Center
for Family Safety and Healing to answer
questions and provide resources to
viewers concerning family violence. Fiftyfive community members were served
through phone calls, text messages and
web chat discussions throughout the day.

JOHN G. MCCOY SHOW
FIELD PAYS TRIBUTE
TO COLUMBUS LEADER

the Wexners led to increase opportunity for others,
especially women and children. Mrs. Wexner recalls with
fondness, “Each time I went to John and asked him to
make an investment in the health, education or safety
of the children of Columbus, without fail, he and Jeanne
enthusiastically stepped up to help.”
The McCoys were among the first to move to New Albany
as the community Master Plan began to unfold in the
1990s. They lived their remaining years in New Albany,
maintaining active civic lives, including supporting what
is now the Jeanne B. McCoy Community Center for the
Arts in New Albany and the work of The Center for Family
Safety and Healing through The New Albany Classic.

The show field where riders compete for the Authentic
Cup at The New Albany Classic Invitational Grand Prix
& Family Day bears the name of one of Columbus’ most
impactful philanthropists: John G. McCoy.

Mrs. Wexner paid tribute to the impact John G. McCoy
had on her own community engagement after he passed
in 2010 by naming the Grand Prix Show Field after him,
saying, “I will be forever grateful for his friendship and
advice to me as a newcomer to Columbus so many years
ago. I am profoundly moved by the deep commitment he
demonstrated to Columbus throughout his lifetime and
proud to honor his memory on a day that is focused on
supporting healthy families.”

A MESSAGE FROM

McCoy had a very successful career in banking from
1958–1983, transforming a small Ohio bank into one of the
country’s largest, which he eventually renamed Banc One.
Throughout his professional career and long into
retirement, John and his wife Jeanne’s record of
philanthropy was remarkable.
As a founding board member of The Ohio State University
Foundation and the Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital
and Richard J. Solove Research Institute, Mr. McCoy was
instrumental in achieving several major undertakings at
the university, including the successful completion of the
five-year University Campaign and the construction of the
James Cancer Hospital. The McCoys were also supportive
of a wide range of other university scholarships, activities
and programs, including the colleges of Business and Law,
the Historic Costume Collection, athletics and the WOSU
radio and television stations.
In addition to their backing of Ohio State, the McCoys
supported organizations such as the Columbus Museum of
Art, American Red Cross, The Columbus Foundation and
Nationwide Children’s Hospital, touching countless lives
and inspiring an entire new generation of philanthropists,
including Les and Abigail Wexner, hosts of The New
Albany Classic Invitational Grand Prix & Family Day.
Mr. Wexner recalled a time when Mr. McCoy challenged
him to fully commit to the Central Ohio community. “When
I hardly had two nickels to rub together, John came to see
me, told me I had a promising business, that I was doing
well, and I should consider tithing. And I thought about it,
and did it, and I continue to do it today,” says Wexner.
When Mr. Wexner married and began a family, he and
Mrs. Wexner continued to be mindful of the call to action
by Mr. McCoy, who was often there to support efforts
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It is with great pride that we at JPMorgan Chase share in the
20th anniversary milestone of The New Albany Classic Invitational
Grand Prix & Family Day. It has been our privilege to support the
critically important work of The Center for Family Safety and
Healing (TCFSH) at Nationwide Children’s Hospital through our
founding sponsorship of The Classic. Our firm shares in TCFSH’s
goal of breaking the cycle of family violence and restoring hope.
We have John G. McCoy to thank for our two-decade association
with this most prominent of community events. His passionate
advocacy for protecting women and children against violence in all
forms is among his many contributions to the strength and vitality
of our firm and of our community. The naming of The Classic’s show
field in his honor is a wonderful and fitting tribute to Mr. McCoy.
In addition to being a favorite event of our clients and their families,
The New Albany Classic Invitational Grand Prix & Family Day has
also been a popular volunteer opportunity for our employees.
Hundreds of our employees have volunteered to support the event
over the years.
On behalf of our nearly 19,000 JPMorgan Chase colleagues in
Central Ohio, we extend a warm thank you and our best wishes
to event founder Abigail Wexner. Through your tireless work and
generosity, you have made our community a better place to live.
Your positive impact on the families in our region is immeasurable.
We invite everybody to celebrate with us the 20th anniversary
Invitational Grand Prix & Family Day and the work of The Center
for Family Safety and Healing.
Sincerely,

Pete Mattingly
Columbus Market Leadership
Team co-chair

Mark Slayman
Columbus Market Leadership
Team co-chair

FAMILY DAY—MUSIC AT THE
HEART OF THE CLASSIC
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017, 10:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.
AT THE WEXNER HOME IN NEW ALBANY, OHIO, 4584 REYNOLDSBURG–NEW ALBANY ROAD

TICKET INFORMATION
Tickets to The Classic are sold online through Ticketmaster.com. Tickets can
also be purchased without service fees at The Philip Heit Center for Healthy
New Albany, Easton Town Center’s Guest Services Desk or Equus Now!
Adults: $30 | Children (4–12 years old): $7 | Children (3 and under): Free
The ticket cost includes access to all of the activities, exhibitions and
entertainment, the Grand Prix competition featuring the world’s best riders
and their mounts and the Concert at The Classic with Nick Jonas. Parking
is complimentary.

When the first Concert at The Classic took place in 2007,
the event’s organizers knew they were on to something.
The Jonas Brothers thrilled the crowd during that first
show, and, fittingly, Nick Jonas returns to headline the
Concert at The Classic this year for the 20th anniversary
celebration.
The Concert has traditionally featured the hottest music
acts live on stage during Family Day before a screaming
audience, and the event has become a “must-do” for upand-coming artists who want to reach the tween and teen
audience. Through the years, 27 different artists/bands
have performed as part of the Concert in front of crowds
that average nearly 20,000 people. Jordin Sparks, Kelsea
Ballerini, Ariana Grande, Fifth Harmony and Demi Lovato
and local groups New Hollow and Plaid Brixx are just some
of the artists who have helped make the Concert at The
Classic the incredible event it has become.
In addition to a fantastic lineup, this year’s show includes
a new twist. The Classic has partnered with the Columbus
Songwriters Association to create a songwriting
opportunity as part of The Classic’s 20th anniversary
event. The winner will get to perform live at The Classic.
The Concert doesn’t represent the entirety of the music
at The Classic, though. Performances and art experiences
are essential to The Classic patron experience. Community
partners such as Columbus Children’s Theater, BalletMet
Columbus, the Harmony Project and others will return to
this year’s Classic to help create an afternoon filled with
family fun.

FOLLOW US TO STAY INFORMED
THE NEW ALBANY CLASSIC
at thenewalbanyclassic.com
New Albany Classic Invitational
Grand Prix & Family Day
@NAClassic

TheClassicNA
NAClassic
NewAlbanyClassic

NewAlbanyClassic

THE CENTER FOR FAMILY SAFETY AND HEALING
at FamilySafetyandHealing.org
The Center for Family Safety and Healing
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@TCFSH_

2017 Concert at The Classic
performer Nick Jonas

Big Time Rush
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COLLABORATION IS KEY
The Classic’s Family Day offerings include traditions and additions
Attendance has grown since The Classic’s inception, and the event now
consistently hosts 15,000 guests each year. To keep the patrons coming back
year after year, The Classic has struck a balance between offering new forms of
entertainment while also holding fast to some beloved traditions. The Fachman
family’s Scarefactory, BalletMet Columbus, Columbus Children’s Theatre, the
Columbus College of Art & Design, the Wexner Center for the Arts and many
others throughout the years have helped make The Classic a cherished Central
Ohio tradition for families.

The Classic’s tradition of volunteerism grows stronger each year
Each year since The Classic’s inception, volunteers have
been the backbone of the event. Over 5,200 people have
volunteered nearly 32,000 hours of their time in The
Classic’s 19 years, and this year’s 20th anniversary edition
of The Classic will feature over 350 volunteers helping to
make the event as special as patrons have come to expect.

As The Classic prepares to celebrate its 20th anniversary, let’s get to know
a few of the collaborators who have been there since the beginning.

Because The Classic benefits The Center for Family Safety
and Healing (TCFSH), people feel compelled to volunteer
because they know their effort will help an important
cause and organization. TCFSH’s mission to break the
cycle of family violence and restore hope resonates
with the volunteers, just as The Classic’s fun-filled family
atmosphere brings patrons back every year.

COLLABORATOR SPOTLIGHT
Michelle Hurley: Sunny 95,
Columbus Radio Group

Joan Promen:
Bookmark Farms
Joan Promen is the owner/director of
Bookmark Farms, a comprehensive Hunter/
Jumper equestrian center. Promen’s
involvement with The Classic goes all the way
back to the planning stages for the first event.
“I was privileged to be invited to the original
planning lunch in 1997,” she says, adding that
it is her passion for connecting people with
horses that led her to want to be involved. “I
was immediately enthusiastic about Abigail’s
event, knowing the good it would do.”
Bookmark Farms has provided horses for the
Petting Zoo tent every year. “For the last 10
years, my horse Henny (a warmblood/draft/
pinto mix) has been a big hit. He’s large,
friendly and gives the kids and parents a
chance to get up close with a horse as large
as any in the show ring,” Promen says.
Reflecting on what The Classic’s 20th
anniversary means to her, Promen says, “I
think of all the families that The Center for
Family Safety and Healing has helped over
20 years, and it’s gratifying to know I’ve been
a participant in the event each year. I hope it
continues to benefit many more families for
years to come, and Bookmark Farms will be
there as long as they will have us!”

“Seeing the faces of the families that are
enjoying the event each year is awesome!”
says Michelle Hurley, Director of Marketing
& Client Services for Columbus Radio
Group, whose Sunny 95 radio station has
collaborated with The Classic for all 20 years.
Hurley explains that Sunny 95 takes pride in
their service to the Columbus community,
and they continue to be involved with The
Classic because of the way the event benefits
The Center for Family Safety and Healing.
“Our 20-year association with The Classic is
invaluable to our community commitment,
and we can only hope that our support, and
the support of our listening audience, can
affect change within the tragic domestic
violence epidemic,” says Hurley.
Last year, Sunny 95 partnered with the
Greater Columbus Arts Council to produce
a huge mural for kids to color on-site at The
Classic, and that mural and its message live
on today. “That colorful mural was just hung
as a permanent fixture at Easton Town Center
as a representation of the community coming
together—giving us a literal view of what this
event means to so many people,” Hurley says.

VOLUNTEERS
MAKE IT ALL HAPPEN

Deb Murray: Murray Bros.
Amusements Inc.
Murray Bros. Amusements Inc., suppliers of
carnival rides and amusements, is a family
business, and as such they we drawn to The
Classic and the way it benefits The Center
for Family Safety and Healing. Owned and
operated by Tom and Deborah Murray
and their three children, Murray Bros. has
collaborated with The Classic since year one.
“We appreciate being selected to participate
in this event every year, and I appreciate
how they raise money for families,” says
Deb Murray.
When looking back over the past 20 years,
she says her favorite parts about collaborating
with The Classic are “seeing the same kids
year after year and how they have grown up,
and also the smiling faces each time we bring
in a new ride.” The carnival style rides and
atmosphere are a big part of what Central
Ohio families come back to The Classic for
every year, and they can always count on a
first class experience thanks to Murray Bros.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Abigail Orsinelli

Julie Bachman

After attending The Classic as a patron
throughout her childhood, Orsinelli
wanted to give back to an event that
provided her with so many good
memories. She took on the role of
Student Volunteer Captain two years ago
as a junior at New Albany High School,
and she looks forward to The Classic
as much as a volunteer now as she did
when she was attending as a patron.
“My favorite part about volunteering
is getting there early on the day of
the event and making sure everything
is ready for the guests to arrive,” she
explains. “There’s a nervous excitement
among all the volunteers and a sense that
months of hard work is about to
pay off.”

Bachman has volunteered at The Classic for
12 years now, and she comes all the way from
Chicago to do so. Inspired by a poster she
saw at a coffee shop, Bachman, who grew
up riding horses herself, felt compelled to
volunteer because the event supports The
Center for Family Safety and Healing. “I’m
proud to be a part of the team that helps raise
money every year for The Center’s hard work,”
she says.
Bachman also enjoys seeing how the event
grows year after year. “I love how The Classic
has continued to raise the bar every year and
offer something new and different to guests,
while keeping the original theme of the event
intact,” she explains.

James McCloud & Connie Thacker
McCloud and his wife, Thacker, have been volunteers at The Classic for
six years running. As a couple, they give their time to many different
Central Ohio causes and events, but it’s The Classic’s involvement with
The Center for Family Safety and Healing that keeps them coming
back. McCloud explains that they understand the important role that
The Classic plays. “We love this event and feel strongly enough about
it that we sign on for the next year at the end of our volunteer time on
the day of The Classic,” he says.
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SHOW JUMPING’S BEST
SHOW UP READY TO
COMPETE
AUTHENTIC CUP WINNERS
2016

McLain Ward (USA)

Tina La Boheme

2015

Conor Swail (IRL)		

Simba De La Roque

2014

Shane Sweetnam (IRL)

Chaqui Z

2013

Kent Farrington (USA)

Blue Angel

Kent Farrington and Blue Angel, 2013 Winners

2012 McLain Ward (USA)
Pjotter Van De
			 Zonnehoeve
2011
McLain Ward (USA)
Pjotter Van De
			 Zonnehoeve
2010

Kent Farrington (USA)

Up Chiqui

2009 Jeffery Welles (USA)

Armani

2008 Todd Minikus (USA)

Pavarotti

2007

Night Train

Darragh Kerins (IRL)

2006 Laura Chapot (USA)

Little Big Man

2005 Beezie Madden (USA)

Authentic

2004 McLain Ward (USA)

Goldika

2003 Laura Kraut (USA)		

Quickstar II Z

2002 Aaron Vale (USA)		

Nonix Le Parc

2001

Windy City

Lauren Hough (USA)

2000 Kimberly Frey (USA)

Bergerac

1999

Ellen Talbert (USA)

Hi-Vain

1998

Todd Minikus (USA)

Oh Star

McLain Ward and Tina La Boheme, 2016 Winners

A love of the sport of show jumping and the desire to help
victims of family violence led Abigail Wexner to develop
The New Albany Classic Invitational Grand Prix & Family
Day. At first, Wexner was unsure if it would be a success,
since show jumping at this level had never been presented
in Central Ohio.
“Show jumping is not televised as much as other
professional sports, so it’s not surprising that you have
to work to develop a fan base. Honestly, I was a little
worried we’d be throwing a party without any guests,”
says Wexner. “I was thrilled to host 3,000 people in that
first year and to have great growth ever since. Today, more
than 15,000 people attend, and they really get behind
these athletes. In fact, our riders tell us the energy of the
crowd is a big reason why they make it a point to compete
at The Classic each year.”

THE NEW ALBANY CLASSIC INVITATIONAL GRAND PRIX & FAMILY DAY
IS MADE POSSIBLE THANKS TO …
the efforts of many including volunteers, community groups, vendors and
members of the Abigail House team.
Organizing Committee:
Abigail and Leslie Wexner, Chairs
Matt Burke, Line Martineau, Michael J. Morrissey, Steve Stephens
And our deepest gratitude to 20-year emcee and supporter of The Classic—
Angela Pace of WBNS-10TV.
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It’s no wonder enthusiasm is high
as 30 of show jumping’s finest
representing the United States,
Ireland, Canada and more take to
the John G. McCoy Show Field to
vie for $125,000 in prize money and
the chance to add their name to
the Authentic Cup. Olympic Medal
winners, World Cup champions and
Pan American Games team members
aboard the finest horses display
remarkable athleticism as they focus
on completing a fault-free course to
make it into the jump-off.

The Classic boasts some extremely loyal competitors
with many making appearances at 15-plus events. The
2017 Longines FEI World Cup Finals winner and 2016 Rio
Summer Olympic Games Team Silver Medalist, McLain
Ward, has made the most appearances at The Classic (18)
and won the class the most number of times (4) including
last year aboard mare Tina La Boheme. Ward also won in
2012 on Pjotter Van De Zonnehoever, in 2011 on Pjotter Van
De Zonnehoever and in 2004 aboard Goldika.

Shane Sweetnam and Chaqui Z, 2014 Winners

the variety of activities offered at The Classic, stating that
“the hosts have found a brilliant way to draw in new show
jumping fans, produce a nice event and raise money for
charity.” In discussing the “outstanding” Grand Prix, NARG
noted that the “grass field was pristine. The course was
both challenging and beautiful and all technical aspects
were first-class.”

Beezie Madden, the most decorated show jumping athlete
in Olympic history, World Cup Finals winner and the first
female to win over $1 million in show jumping earnings,
has had 15 starts at The Classic, most of them with mounts
owned by Abigail Wexner. Madden won the event in 2005
with Wexner’s Authentic, the same horse she rode while
winning two Olympic team gold medals and an individual
bronze medal.
“The Classic is unique in our sport because not every
Grand Prix has such significant charitable and sport
development components,” says Madden.

“TO COMPETE AT
AN EVENT THAT
RAISES MONEY TO
PREVENT FAMILY
VIOLENCE MAKES
THE EXPERIENCE
THAT MUCH MORE
MEANINGFUL,” she adds.
The North American Riders Group (NARG) agrees, having
named The Classic the #1 Specialty Equestrian Event in
North America for four consecutive years. NARG praises

Beezie Madden aboard Abigail Wexner’s Breitling LS, 2016
THE NEW ALBANY CLASSIC SEPTEMBER 2017 COLUMBUS MONTHLY
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JUMPING WITH THE WORLD’S BEST

Photograph by Elma Garcia

Most Decorated
Olympic Equine Athlete
in History Celebrated at
The 2013 Classic
He was a horse of a lifetime who was
ridden to worldwide acclaim by U.S. rider
Beezie Madden. The bay Dutch Warmblood
named Authentic, known as Bud around
the barn, holds both individual and team
Olympic medals and was named horse of
the year by the United States Equestrian
Foundation in both 2006 and 2004. Owned
by Abigail Wexner, Authentic won The New
Albany Classic in 2005, among many other
career wins around the world.

The Classic inspired a new generation of riders, many of whom grew up
watching from the sidelines in awe of the professional riders and their
exceptional horses. One such New Albany native, who began riding at age 5
and attended the event as a spectator each year, was extended a wild card
spot into the class. Ali Wolff is now successfully logging wins on the circuit
as a professional and representing the U.S. in the prestigious Nations Cup
competition. Wolff recalls fondly the times she competed at The Classic as a
young amateur against legends such as Margie Engle, Leslie Howard, Beezie
Madden and McClain Ward. “It was such an honor to be invited, and I have to
admit I was a little star-struck, especially since it was in my hometown,” says
Wolff. “It’s really motivational going out onto that field and feeling the crowd
root for me as a local rider. It means a lot!”
New Albany riders and siblings Gabriela and André Mershad were also
successful wild card riders during their junior careers, along with Dublin’s Kate
Morrison. All still in their late teens when they debuted at The Classic, the
three had some great rounds and count competing at The Classic among their
most cherished show jumping memories. Morrison, who is now a professional
photographer, has returned to the show field the past several years to use
her trained eye to capture the beauty and athleticism of the Grand Prix
competition.

Authentic returned to The New Albany
Classic in 2013 for a celebration of his
career-long accomplishments as The
Classic named its perpetual trophy, the
Authentic Cup, in his honor. The ceremony
included a retrospective video of his
journey with Beezie Madden as his rider.
Authentic was ridden to Team Gold by
Beezie Madden in both the 2004 Athens
Olympics and the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
Madden also attained an Individual Bronze
Medal in the 2008 games and Individual
and Team Silver Medals at the 2006 World
Equestrian Games.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2017
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION DONORS
Presenting Sponsor

Grand Prix Sponsor

Gold Medal Sponsor
Barbara Trueman & Family

Nationwide Foundation

Easton Community Foundation

Sunny 95

The Georgetown Company

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP

Huntington

WBNS-10TV

Silver Medal Sponsor
Abercrombie & Fitch

Crown Mercedes Benz of Dublin

Advanced Drainage Systems

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Aromair Fine Fragrance Co.

Dispatch Media Group

ATG

Feazel

Battelle

Gilbane Building Company

Big Lots Foundation

Hilton Columbus at Easton

Brave Horse Show Park

The J.M. Smucker Company

Cameron Mitchell Premier Events

Kokosing Inc.

Chemical Abstracts Service

Lancaster Colony

Copley Motorcars

M/I Homes, Inc.

Bronze Medal Sponsor
AIG Private Client Group

Hinson LTD Public Relations

Alliance Data

InnoSource

American Electric Power

Insurance Office of Central Ohio

Baesman Group

The Kroger Co., Columbus Division

Bella Vista

Lifestyle Communities

Bob Evans Farms, Inc.

Live! Technologies

Buckeye Interactive

Midwestern Auto Group

Cardinal Health

Mount Carmel Health System

CASTO / Benson Family

Nickolas Savko & Sons, Inc.

The Columbus Foundation

The Ohio State University

Columbus Partnership
& Columbus 2020

OPOC.us / Sommer Family

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING
PHOTOGRAPHERS WHOSE WORK
APPEARS IN THIS PIECE:

The Daimler Group

Skestos Family Foundation

Deloitte

Smoot Construction

Delta Air Lines, Inc.

Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP

Meg_At		

Scott Cunningham

EMH&T

Steve Brady

Nick Falzerano

Thirty–One

EXPRESS

Lisa Hinson

James D. DeCamp

Turner Construction Company

Elma Garcia

Jeff Glasser

FactGem

Wolff and Crane Family

Rob Hardin

Jeff Krugh

Giant Eagle

Zeiger, Tigges & Little LLP

Kate Morrison

Lorn Spolter

Bill Tijerina

Curtis Wallis

“Authentic brought joy and success to all
of us who were lucky enough to be a part
of his career,” says Beezie Madden, the
reigning Rolex FEI World Cup Champion.
“He took us to places we might never have
gone and gave us achievements most
people only dream about. All along the way,
he has always been and continues to be a
great friend as well.”

Kate Morrison

Ali Wolff

Authentic is living out his retirement
days at the Maddens’ farm in Cazenovia,
New York.
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Richard Gray Gallery

Hinson Family Trust
André Mershad

Gabriela Mershad

The preceding list of sponsors reflects commitments made by August 28, 2017
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